Welcome to the Santa Monica Connections Community Game Jam!

In this game jam, community members from all over the southland are invited to create cards
representing Santa Monica! These cards will go into a card game designed to get people talking
about Santa Monica’s rich history, vibrant present and potential future.

If you don’t know where to start, we recommend grabbing some index cards and ideally a friend
or family member. Brainstorm and write down a few of your deepest, most impactful, or
intriguing things about Santa Monica, whatever they are. Then take 2 to 4 minute turns writing
down all the Whos (People), Whats (Events) and Wheres (Places) that could be connected to
those things each on their own index card. Once you have a bunch of index cards, look for the
most interesting words you've recorded and start to design the rest of the card.

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE TO SANTA MONICA CONNECTIONS
Here’s now to make your own Santa Monica Connection cards!

1. Get a card template and select a title.

2. Indicate a timeframe in the upper left corner:
Past: Stories of people, places, events from Santa Monica’s rich history.
Present: Something happening in Santa Monica’s present that you think is important!
Future: Share your ideas, wishes and hopes for what Santa Monica might become.

3. Indicate a category in the lower right corner:
Who: An important person or group of people
What: An event or an object
Where: A location within the city
Be sure and circle the one you've chosen in the text of your card!

4. Tell your story using one of the two card formats:
Text & Picture: Include a text description as well as a picture that either you
own or is in the public domain. This can be a photo or a drawing or whatever you
want!
Text Only: Include only description text.

5. Once you’ve completed your card you can submit it in multiple ways:
o Drop it off at Santa Monica City Hall.
o Scan or photograph it and either:

s  Email it to jams@indiecade.com

m  Submit it via the online form.


https://www.santamonica.gov/places/city-facilities/santa-monica-city-hall
mailto:jams@indiecade.com
https://form.jotform.com/253159060785159

THE GAME OF SANTA MONICA CONNECTIONS - How the game is played!

Overview

Santa Monica Connections is a collectible
card game celebrating Santa Monica's rich
150-year history with its vibrant present and
exciting future. Players make Connections
across time, and space, matching historical
moments with modern developments, or
imagining how today's innovations become
tomorrow's possibilities. Quick, engaging,
and creative —it's as simple as connecting
the threads of Santa Monica's story through
time! Santa Monica Connections encourages
people to engage in rich conversations about
their city and its communities.

Ages: 8 to Adult
Players: 4-8 Players

What's in the Box (Once it is made,
what will be in the box!)

Santa Monica Cards — Cards featuring
specific moments, places, people, or events
from Santa Monica's past, present, or
future, each marked with PAST, PRESENT,
or FUTURE.

Quick Play Rules

Setting Up

Shuffle the Santa Monica Cards and deal
seven to each player. Players keep these
cards in hand.

Choose a player to be the first Storyteller.

Playing the Game

Each round, one player serves as the
Storyteller who adds a card to the Timeline.
All other players are Connectors who must
find Connections. Storyteller rotates each
round.

1. The Storyteller plays one Santa
Monica Card face up on the table
and reads it aloud, including the
Time Period (Past, Present, or
Future). This is the Timeline Card.

2. All Connectors quickly select a Santa
Monica Card from their hand of a
different Time Period that best
connects to the Timeline Card.
Connectors place their selected cards
face down on the table.

3. The Storyteller collects and shuffles
the submitted Connections, then
reads each one aloud and considers
which card makes the strongest or
most interesting connection to the
Timeline Card.

4. The Storyteller selects the winning
card and awards the Timeline Card
to that player.

5. All players draw new Santa Monica
Cards to return their hand to seven
cards.

6. The role of Storyteller passes to the
player on the left. The player with
the most timeline cards at the end
wins the game!



EXAMPLES:
PAST

Women'’s Air Derby

The first women’s air race—coined the
“Powder Puff Derby” by Will
Rogers—took off from Santa Monica
Airport (then called “Clover Field”) on
August 18 of 1929, with the winner,
Louise Thaden, arriving in Cleveland,
Ohio on August 26.

WHERE
PRESENT

John Adams Middle School

Santa Monica Connections

The heart of Santa Monica to me is
JAMS. JAMS is my heart of Santa
Monica because it's where I get to
socialize, and make new friends!

-JAMS student, 2022

S

' Climate Resilience '

Santa Monica's Climate Action and
Adaptation Plan was adopted in 2019
and aims to reduce carbon
emissions, with a goal of reaching
carbon neutrality by 2050. Our most
recent emissions inventory shows a
54% reduction, with 26% to go over
the next five years.
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Text goes here.
50 words maximum.
Minimum font size 8 pt
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gt Santa cflonica game gam

Make a card for the deck... SANTA MONIo/:N

1875-2025 Celebrating 150 Years
Add your knowledge of places, people or events
from Santa Monica's past, present or future

Please fill out the info below. Parents/guardians, please add your name as the official Card Contributor.

First Name: Last Name:

Email: Zip code:

|:| | prefer my contribution to be anonymous (we won’t mention your name publicly in with this game)
This card is about Santa Monica’s: (check one) |:|Past |:| Present |:|Future

And is about a Santa Monica: (check one) |:|Who (Person) |:|What (Thing) |:|Where (Place)

Title of card (1-4 words):

Body Text (50 word limit):

Image URL and credits, description:

Or draw your own (landscape orientation) image on the back of this sheet.

When complete, please save or scan/save and upload to the QR code here —»
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Soft launch/playtesting of the finished deck will take place on vog o ‘g‘ ‘g‘ -
L]
Saturday, December 13, 2025, 11am at the Miles Playhouse, o 3 8! .!
. . L]

followed by the 150™ celebration on the Promenade — hope you can join us! .wz.g: 8:8 !: .3
oe®s Yoo o [} L] 3‘8

By participating and submitting content for the City of Santa Monica’s 150th Anniversary crowdsourced card L] s .&

game, Contributor represents and warrants it is the sole creator and owner of the content submitted, and the 3 ! P9

content does not infringe upon any third-party intellectual property rights. Contributor hereby grants to the City z:gz A

..

of Santa Monica the exclusive right and license to use, reproduce, distribute, modify, and publicly display the
content for the purpose of creating an open sourced card game. By entering, Contributor agrees to receive
emails about the game and future arts and culture activities of Indiecade and City of Santa Monica. Contributor
information will not be sold or shared with third parties.
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