


Around the world, including in the U.S., endangered wildlife is  
for sale as products, exotic pets, and in tourist attractions.  
The savvy traveler knows that just because something is for 
sale, it does not mean it’s legal or ethical to purchase.  

If we do not act quickly, wildlife trafficking will wipe out 
many endangered species in our lifetime. Wildlife trafficking 
fuels criminal networks, destabilizes governments, incites 
corruption, and threatens human and animal health 
through the transmission of diseases. 

We need your help to stop wildlife trafficking.  
Pledge today to make choices that  

help save endangered animals  
around the world.

Where are your 
travels taking 
you today?

A Collaboration of:



Be amazed by the wildlife you see on your travels,  
but be wary of people who offer selfies and  
petting opportunities with animals. Before you  
sign up for a wildlife tour or encounter, or visit  
a roadside animal attraction, make sure the  
vendor is accredited and reputable.  

TAKE THE PLEDGE: 

I will share responsible animal  
images when I travel. 

When sharing,  
the savvy traveler pledges to 

take memorieS, 
not selfies 

Take the pledge at 
SEASavvyTravel.org
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Don’t get too close: avoid injury to yourself and wildlife
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Be wary of facilities and experiences  

that let you get too up close and personal 

with wild animals

Photos from a safe distance are  a great way to capture memories and  leave wildlife undisturbed

Visit an accredited zoo or aquarium for an up-close experience, like Northwest Trek

View wildlife from a safe distance



Take the pledge at 
SEASavvyTravel.org

Discover new delicacies, but look out for products made 
from endangered species. Avoid shark fin and turtle soups 
and say no to medicines and herbal remedies that contain 
tiger bone, rhino horn, pangolin scales, or other illegally 
obtained ingredients. Ask about ingredients and their 
sources when you consume something unfamiliar.  

TAKE THE PLEDGE: 

I will eat sustainably  
when I travel. 

When dining,  
the savvy traveler pledges to 

eat well,  
not wild
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Keep them swimming – many sea turtle species  

are threatened by illegal harvesting and trade of  

their eggs, shells, and meat

Pack familiar medicines from home  

to avoid traditional medicines made  
from endangered species

Endangered sea turtle nests are  

frequently raided to supply the  

illegal demand for eggs

Illegally harvested shark fins are often used  as a soup ingredient

Keep them swimming – the oceanic  

whitetip shark is now endangered due  

to overfishing and shark finning



Take the pledge at 
SEASavvyTravel.org

Your purchasing choices matter. Avoid products  
made from endangered species, such as elephant ivory,  
sea turtle shell, or fur from tigers and spotted cats.  
Pay close attention to materials used from wildlife, like  
exotic skins and leather, and coral. And be sure  
to ask about an item’s origin before buying.  

TAKE THE PLEDGE: 

I will shop for legal, ethical  
souvenirs when I travel. 

When shopping,  
the savvy traveler pledges to 

Shop for good,  
not trafficked goods
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Purchase environmentally friendly items  free of illegal wildlife products

Avoid illegal ivory from the teeth or tusks of  

endangered elephants, whales, walruses, and narwhals
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Items made from resin are ethical, sustainable 
alternatives to illegal wildlife products

Don’t buy jewelry, hair combs, sunglasses,  

and other products made from sea turtle shell

Tugua nut is a legal and sustainable alternative to ivory



To learn more and see how 
you scored, visit:

SEASavvyTravel.org

This suitcase is packed with items you may encounter while 

traveling abroad. Can you spot the illegal wildlife products  

to avoid while shopping for souvenirs and experiences?

How Savvy Are you?

The tagua nut, also known as the ivory nut, is a 

great legal alternative to animal ivory. This seed 

from a type of palm tree is grown in South 

America and has the same properties of 

ivory. It can be used by artisans to craft 

sustainable jewelry and trinkets.

SuStainable and Savvy

SEASavvyTravel.org

TAGUA NUT, Vegetable Ivory

mount photo here


